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Lut Desert World Heritage Site
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Lut desert, Iran’s amazing global and
natural phenomenon

At 40th session of the UNESCO world herit-
age committee on july 17,2016, Lut desert ,as
the first natural phenomenon of Iran, was in-
scribed to the UNESCO world heritage sites
list. Diverse geographical terms such as desert
and kavir (lowland) have been attributed to
this vast natural phenomenon .Desert is an

ecological and climatic term and refers to the
place with low vegetation and animal coverage
and rainfall levels but Kavir (lowland) can be de-
scribed as the lowest internal parts of arid lands
where the salt level is too high. Therefore, desert
is a more comprehensive term to describe this
phenomenon.

Location of the Lut desert

Lut desert is located in south-east of Iran, in the
east of central mountains and Zagros mountains
and spans three provinces: south Khorasan, Sistan
and Baluchistan and kerman provinces. Area of
the desert is about 23,000 square kilometers and
protected area is about 18,000 square kilometers
which includes Rig- e Yalan (sand dunes ), Ka-
lut (yardang), Nebka , shur river bed , Gandom
Beryan, central Hamada (Desert pavement) and...
that among them kaluts ,east of Iut desert, and Rig
- e Yalan , west of the desert, with amazing land-
scape flaunt themselves.

Lut desert’s archeological landscape

From the forth millennium BC, traces of human
habitationwas found in the foothills overlooking
the Lut desert. “Shahdad” is the largest population
area and historical settlement in Dasht-e lut situat-
ed in 87kilometers of northeast Kerman city and
has global reputation.

Lut Desert World Heritage

Lut desert has many salient features that are unique
throughout the world. The placement of this region
in an extremely dry situation, wind blowing strongly,
availability of deposition of sediments in lake to de-
velop kaluts and the presence of fine grained sedi-
ments have provided suitable conditions to create
and evolve particular geological effects in Lut desert.
Specific geomorphological phenomena (different
forms of the structure of earth) formed in Lut desert
over thousands of years has attracted many scientists
and tourists. No complete collection with features of
Lut desert has not yet been registered nowhere else
in the world. Almost most of sand compaction
morphs in Rig-Yalan like Barkhan can be seen in
waveforms (ripple mark), infundibular sand dunes
and star shape and etc.

World Criteria of the Lut desert

This desert possesses paradigms of high levels of
natural phenomena which has aesthetic,natural and
unrivalled importance:

- The highest sand dunes of the world with more than
475 meters high are situated in Rig-Yalan .

- The highest kalutes throughout the world with more
than 155 meters high exist in this desert.

- There are the longest kalutes more than 40km in
length in this desert.

- The highest Nebkas at western edge of Lut and along
kaluts about 12 meters high are considered as the high-
est vase-like shapes of desert in the world.

- The hottest spot on Earth (thermal pole)with more
than 70 c have situated in the southwest of Rig-e Yalan.

Lut desert’s management

Due to specific geographical and historical features of
Lut desert, paying more attention to management, con-
servation and monitoring measures are so essential that
meanwhile the registration of Lut desert as a world her-
itage site to stabilize and protect the area is so im-
portant.

For this purpose, Lut desert’s headquarterof the world
database in Golestan Palace Museum (Tehran), world
databases of provinces in Dehsalm village (south khora-
san province), shafie abad village (Kerman province),
Nosrat abad city (Sistan and baluchistan province) and
local base in fahraj city (kerman province) are estab-
lished.

Address: Lut Desert World Heritage Base, Golestan
Palace, Panzdah-e-Khordad Square, Tehran

Email: Irannaturalsites@gmail.com
Web: www.lutdesert.ir

Instagram: Lutdesert ir

Tel: 021-33953010
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